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Steve Ross (center, also a collaborator with the 
OceanGate Foundation for this 2020 
expedition) identifies species found in one of 
the initial trawls; others look on. 

 

 

Photos and descriptions courtesy of NOAA’s Deepwater Canyons 2013: 

Pathways to the Abyss Expedition Photolog 
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Bubblegum Coral  

Several basket stars rest on a 

bubblegum coral in Norfolk 
Canyon, with a colony of the 

stony coral in the background. 

 
Cup Corals 

(the smaller, white things in the 
image) around an anemone 

 
Black Coral 

 

 
Flabellum, a solitary cup coral, 

with its tentacles extended 
into the water column 

 
A small cluster of Lophelia 
coral growing on a vertical 

rock wall in Norfolk Canyon. 
Lophelia is capable of forming 
large deepwater reefs in some 

areas. 

 
Wet lab photograph of a 
Primnoa sample with a shark or 
skate egg case attached. 

 
Here an octopus, sea star, 

bivalves, and dozens of cup 
coral all share the same 

overhang. The cup corals are 
Desmophyllum, one of the 

species targeted by geneticists 
for taxonomic study. 

 
 

 
Close-up of a crinoid attached 

to bubblegum coral 
(Paragorgia). 
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Amphipods like this were 

attracted to the lights on the 
ROV Jason which made 

sampling difficult. 

 
A pair of mating deep-sea red 
crabs rests on a ledge of the 

canyon wall. 

 
An unidentified gastropod 

(Family: Columbellidae) 
collected with Jason’s suction 

sampler from a rock wall at 
444 meters. 

 
A lithodid crab seen on the 
mussel bed at 1,600 meters. 

 
The vast mussel community 
was found on flat bottom as 

well as on rocks rising a meter 
or more off the seafloor. 

 
A squat lobster takes up 

residence on a deep-sea coral 
(Primnoa species). 
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Brisingid Sea Star 

 
Pencil (Cidaroid) urchin 

 
Coelopluerus sp., urchin 

 
Blackbelly Rosefish – these 

striking fish are fairly common 
in the rocky canyon habitats. 

 
A Gaidropsarus rests under a 

ledge covered in live 
chemosynthetic mussels during 

the Mid-Atlantic seep dive. 

 
A goosefish, a type of 

anglerfish, lying in wait on the 
flat seafloor. 

 
Mola mola, or ocean sunfish 

 
A fish of the family 

Oreosomatidae, or oreo for 
short, gliding along the canyon 

wall. 

 
A species of rockling (Family 
Lotidae), related to hakes and 
cods, rests among the mussels. 

 
This strange looking, 

unidentified species of deep-
sea shark was seen several 

times. 

 
Witch Flounder 

Witch flounder, a flatfish seen 
on level bottom habitats which 

relies on camouflage to hide 
itself. 

 

 


