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Green Fleece Alga  

This is a green spongy, finger-like, branched 
alga that can grow up to 36 inches (91 cm). 

Originally introduced from Asia, it has invaded 
North America from Gulf of St. Lawrence (New 

Brunswick side of Chaleur Bay) to North 
Carolina, establishing populations in bays and 

subtidal zones. It attaches itself to hard 
surfaces, rocks, and shellfish. 

 
Red Alga  

(Also in the “Species of Concern” section) 
This red alga can grow four to five feet tall. It 
has been introduced from Japan to the North 
Atlantic (mainly Rhode Island) and England. It 

can block sunlight to other organisms and 
reproduces fairly easily. 

 

 
Northern Red Anemone 

A large stout colorful 
anemone with 100 thick 

finger-like tentacles. 
Color is variable-red, 

orange, yellow, white, or 
combinations of these. 

Height 5", width up to 1'. 
Strongly adheres to rocks 

from low tide mark to 
over 100'. 

 
Frilled Anemone 

This common anemone has a 
tall smooth trunk. Adults may 
have 1000 tentacles giving a 

frilled appearance. Color 
variable; column - brownish, 

white, cream colored, or 
mottled. Tentacles - whitish. 
Height 18", width 9". Found 

on solid substrate, intertidally 
10 150'. 

 
Northern Cerianthid Anemone 

This small anemone is found buried 
in sand and mud. 2 whorls of 

tentacles around the mouth. Color 
of body - brownish; oral disk - pale 
yellow brown, but darker towards 

the mouth. Height to 18", width 1 ½". 
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Atlantic Horseshoe Crab 

This crab is a living fossil which dates back 180 million years. Unmistakable in shape, this crab 
can be seen mating in late spring throughout the Northeast and cruising near shore through the 

summer months. Color greenish brown. Size: length to 2', width to 12". Found on sand or mud 
bottoms intertidally to 75'. 

 

 
Dead Mans Finger Soft Coral 

Grows fleshy lobes and 
fingers. Polyps look like small 

anemones that have 8 
tentacles. Color white to pale 
orange. Size 4" to 8". Found 
in quiet waters on rocks and 

pilings, subtidally to 25'. 

 
Red Branching Soft Coral 

This branching coral is soft 
and fleshy, with thick pear-

shaped clusters of lobes 
growing from one main stem. 
Except for the base, the stem 
is covered with red spicules. 
Color red to orange. Size 6" 

high, 3" wide. 

 
Northern Stony Coral 

This is the only hard coral found 
in our waters. Colonies of up to 
30 polyps with a circumference 
of 4 to 5". Polyp diameter is ¼ ". 

Color off white to pink, but can 
be translucent. Found on solid 

substrate subtidally to 130' from 
Cape Cod and points south. 
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Northern Rock Barnacle 

Large conical barnacle has a 
rough surface. Sides have 2 
pairs of plates that overlap 1 
of 2 unpaired plates (6 plates 
total). Color: grayish white. 
Size 2" (height in width). 

Found on rocks, subtidally to 
500'. Will compare to 
invasive "Down under" 

Barnacle. This species has 4 
plates. Size up to 1". 

 
 Baltic Isopod 

Bug-like creature which is 
very common. The body is 

broad, ovate and somewhat 
flat. There are 7 thoracic 

segments, each with a pair of 
similar legs. Eyes are large 

and on the side of the head. 
Color: variable, often mottled 

- dark green, reddish, 
brownish, or tannish in many 

patterns. Size 1" long, 
¼"wide. Found in shallow 

water on the bottom on 
rocks, or algae. 

 
Red Opossum Shrimp 

Small shrimp that is slender. 
1st pair of antennae with 1 
short and 1 long slender 

branch; 2nd pair with 1 long, 
slender branch and 1 

flattened, broad, oval leaf-
like branch. Color, red, pink, 

or brownish. Size, 3/8". 
Found in tidepools, under 
rocks and hiding in shells 

from above low-tide line to 
800'. 

 
Sand Shrimp 

This shrimp resembles sand 
walking along the bottom, a 

perfect example of 
camouflage. Look closely on 

sand bottoms for 2 very 
small black dots moving 

along the bottom - you will 
see a shrimp following 
closely behind. Color is 

almost translucent to opaque 
with greenish tint, mottled 
with brown or black (the 
color of sand). Size to 3".  

 
Bent Opossum Shrimp 

1" long shrimp that is slender, 
tannish, with branching, 
blackish spots. Eyes large, 
stalked, golden with black 
centers. Abdomen is long, 
slender, with slight S-shaped 
bend. 5 pairs of forked, bristly 
abdominal appendages, last 
one flattened. An introduced 
specie from Europe, first 
discovered in 1960 on Cape 
Cod, now widely distributed 
through Gulf of Maine. 

 
Montague's Shrimp 
Shrimp has a smooth 

carapace. It lacks a middle 
spine on the abdomen. The 
2nd right walking leg has 20 
segments. Color; pink to red, 

or red stripes in juveniles. 
Size to 5". Edible, is also 

known as Northern Boreal 
Shrimp. Found subtidally to 

open ocean. 
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Acadian Hermit Crab 

Most common hermit crab in 
New England. The 1st pair of 

legs have pincers with an 
orange stripe down the 

middle and are covered with 
tubercles. The right leg is 

much bigger. Color; carapace 
- brown,; legs - red/orange 
to brown,white at the base, 
1st pair of antennae & eye 

stalks-blue; eyes-yellow. Size; 
carapace 1 ¼", width 1". 

Found on gravel, or rock 
bottom to 1600'. 

 
 Northern Lobster 

This critter needs no 
introduction. Most people 
refer to this "bug" as their 

dinner. Member of the insect 
family, the northern lobster is 
easy to identify. 2 large claws 

- one cutting claw and a 
larger crushing claw. Swims 
backwards with quick pulses 

of the tail. Color: greenish 
brown or orangish, but may 
be blue, white, or red. Size t 
o 4' in length. Found in all 
habitat types from shallow 

water to 2000'. 

 
Rock Crab 

The carapace is broad, 
convex and inundated with 

fine granulations. The 
forward border of the shell 

has 9 rounded, successively-
pointed teeth with 

granulated edges. Carapace 
color - yellowish with many 
brick red to purple red, or 

purplish brown dots. Size to 
5" wide. Found on rocky 

shores, intertidally to 2600'. 

 
Jonah Crab 

The carapace is oval shaped 
and its surface is finely 

granular. There are 3 low 
teeth between the eyes and 

9 wide teeth with deep, 
indented margins on each 

side of the eye sockets. 
Carapace color - brick red, 
ventral surface - yellowish. 

Size 6" wide. Found in rocky 
shores and bottoms, 
intertidally to 2600'. 

 
Green Crab 

An introduced specie that 
most likely came over in 

bilge water from Europe. The 
carapace is fan shaped. 
Frequently found in tide 
pools, this crab is easily 
attracted to dead fish or 

crushed shellfish. Carapace 
color - males, green, females 
- orange red ventrally. Size to 

3". Found among rocks, 
intertidally to shallow water. 

 
Asian Shore Crab 

Pretty small crab. Banded 
legs, red spots on claws, 

variable colors; square shape; 
Size up to 1". Prefers rocks, 

cobble. Intertidal to subtidal 
in winter. 
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Common Northern Comb 

Jelly 
The body is oval and 

somewhat flat. It has 2 lobes 
which are less than half the 

body length. 8 rows of 
comb-like ciliary plates. Color 

transparent with iridescent 
ciliary plates. Length to 6"; 
width, 2". Found along the 

coast. 

 
Sea Gooseberry 

The body is egg shaped with 
2 very long tentacles. Very 

easy to identify from all other 
species of Ctenophone. 
Height, 1 1/8", width, 1". 

Found near shore. 

 

 

 
Orange-Footed Sea 

Cucumber 
The body is cucumber 

shaped, with thick, leathery 
skin and 5 longitudinal, radial 

rows of tube feet. On one 
end it has ten branching, 

tree-like retractable tentacles 
that surround the mouth. 
Body color & tentacles - 
reddish brown, or pink to 

whitish. Tube feet - brown to 
orange. Length to 19", width 
5". Found on rocks and other 
hard surfaces, intertidally to 

1200'. 

 
Atlantic Purple Sea Urchin 
Found from Cape Cod and 
south, this urchin has thick 
purple colored spines that 

cover the back. Color - 
purple to reddish brown. Size 
to 2". Found on rock, or shell 
bottoms from low tide mark 
to 700'. Frequently observed 

in tide pools, rock crevices 
and seaweed beds. 

 
Green Sea Urchin 

This urchin feeds on algae 
and- can reduce kelp into 
stubs in a short time. The 
mostly widely distributed 

urchin in our region and easy 
to identify. Body is covered 
with numerous, shape green 

spines that can easily 
puncture a wet, or drysuit. 

Color of spines - green, body 
greenish brown. 
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Common Sand Dollar 

This flat circular dollar has a 
very thin body, with a 5 

pointed, petal-like pattern of 
tiny holes on its' upper 
surface, Color - reddish 

purple and brownish. Size 3 
1/8" in diameter. Dead sand 

dollars appear as white 
skeletons. Found on sandy 
bottoms, from low tide line 

to 1 mile deep. 

 
Smooth, or Purple Sunstar 
This large sea star usually has 
9-10 arms, but can have 7-14 

arms. The upper surface 
appears smooth and is 
covered with very short 

spines. Color: reddish, pink, 
purple, or deep violet red 

with yellow margins. Radius 
of 8". Found on rocky 

bottoms, subtidally to 900'. 

 
Spiny Sunstar 

This star usually has from 10-
12 arms, but can have from 8-

14. Surface covered with 
bristles and short obvious 

spines, which is how it gets 
its' name. Color; red with 
white or red concentric 

bands. Radius, 7". Found on 
rock bottoms, subtidally to 

1000'. 

 
Blood Sea Star 

This colorful little star has a 
small disc and 5 slender, 

cylindrical, pointed- arms of 
equal length. Surface has 

small, equal-sized spines that 
form a fine covering. Color is 
variable; red, orange, yellow, 
white, purple, and mottled. 
Radius, 4". Found on rocky 

bottom, from low tide line to 
7920'. 

 
Forbes Sea Star 

This common species has 5 
arms, but can have 4-7 arms. 

These are stout and 
cylindrical and blunt at the 
tips. The surface is rough 

with spines od various sizes. 
Color is variable; tones of 
brown, orange, red, purple 

and green. Radius, 5". Found 
intertidally on rocky, sandy, 

and gravelly bottoms to 150'. 

 
Northern Sea Star 

This common sea start has 5 
flattened arms that taper to a 
narrow tip. Surface has many 
short, blunt spines. Usually a 
row of spines that run down 

the middle of each arm. 
Color is variable; red, purple, 

orange, brown and green. 
Radius, 8". Found intertidally 
on same habitat as Forbes 
star, but down to 2000'. 
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Winged Sea Star 

This star has a large disk, 
thick body and blunt arms 
with 5 arms. Very easy to 

identify, as it looks just like a 
star. Color; yellowish, or 

reddish. Radius, 2 ¾". Found 

on rocky bottoms, subtidally 
to 3600'. 

 
Northern Basket Star 

The beautiful star looks like 
an underwater basket with 

its' arms fully extended. 
Nocturnal, usually seen 

during night dives, or in dark 
areas. Stout cylindrical arms 
that originate from a central 
disk. 5 arms expanding into a 
basket shape. Color; brown 

to yellowish brown. Disk 
diameter, 4", arm length, 14". 

Found on rocky bottoms, 
from 18' to 4831'. 

 
Daisy Brittle Star 

The scalloped disk of this 
brittle star is covered with 
small spines. 5 thin arms 
taper off to sharp points. 

Disk size ¾", arm length, 3 

½". Color variable; 

combinations of: yellow, 
orange, red, black, green, tan, 

gray and brown. Found 
under rocks, in kelp holdfasts 
and in crevices, intertidally to 

5000'. 

 

 
Tubularian Hydroid 

Most common hydroid. 
Looks like a cluster of 

beautiful tiny flowers with 
short tentacles. Can be 
difficult to identify from 

other hydroids when flowers 
are not present. Flowers 

(hydranths) can be red, pink, 
or white in color. Grows sub-
tidally on hard substrate to 
5" high and colony sizes up 

to12" wide. 

 
Zig-Zag Wine Glass 

Hydroid  
Short Hydroid grows to 

about 1" high and up to 12" 
wide. Hydranth's 

(reproductive flowers) are 
conical and grow in a zig-zag 

pattern up the 1" stem. 
Whitish color. Found in 

shallow water on rocks, kelp 
and other algae. 

 
Stick Hydroid 

Medium height hydroid 
grows to 6" high, with single 
small, tulip-shaped flower at 

end of each stick. Can be 
difficult to identify if flowers 

not present. Pink in color. 
Grows on solid substrate. 
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Many-Armed 

Hydromedusa Flattened, 
transparent saucer shape to 1 
3/8" in diameter with white 
ribbons not joining in the 
center. Resembles White 

Cross Hydromedusa whose 
white ribbons connect in the 

center. Found near the 
surface in coastal waters. 

 
Eight-Ribbed 

Hydromedusa Bell shaped 

to ¾ inch in diameter. Eight 

rows of canals that are gold 
or white in color. Swims near 

the surface. Found from 
spring to summer. 

 
Siphonaphore 

Colony of pelagic Hydrozoa. 
Each section performs 

separate functions such as 
reproduction, locomotion, 
flotation, or feeding. Floats 

close to shore. Lengths up to 
4'. 

 

 
Lion's Mane Jellyfish 

This giant jellyfish has a 
saucer shaped bell with 

many tentacles and mouth 
arms. Color varies with age, 
bell is pink to brown purple, 

stomach has a yellowish 
margin. Smaller Lion's Mane 

are pink, with larger ones 
brown to purple. Size to 8' in 
diameter with tentacles up to 
200' in length. This Jellyfish 
is very toxic and can be fatal 

to swimmers. 

 
Moon Jelly 

This common jelly has 4 
horseshoe-shaped gonads. 

Tentacles are small and 
numerous. Color whitish to 
translucent. Gonads - white 

or yellow brown to pink. Size 
to 16". Found near the 
surface close to shore. 
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Common Periwinkle 

A thick, smooth, small snail. 
Color variable - dark gray to 
chocolate brown. Size to 1". 

Usually seen on algae, as well 
as on algae films that cover 
rocks. Intertidal - easily seen 
exposed on rocks at low tide. 
This is an introduced specie 

of periwinkle, most likely 
brought over in the bilge 

water of a ship from Europe 
long ago. It is considered 
quite common along the 

North Atlantic Coast south to 
Chesapeake Bay. 

 
Smooth Periwinkle 
(Northern Yellow 

Periwinkle) 
This small snail is round with 
a low spire. It has 4 whorls, 

the last one is largest. Size to 
½". Color varies greatly - 

usually brownish yellow or 
orange yellow, but can be 

green, black, or brown. 
Found on Rockweed and 

knotted wrack, intertidally in 
the brown algal zone. 

 
Northern Moon Snail 

A large rounded snail up to 
5". Shell color gray to brown 
with a large gray foot. This 
snail drills a hole in its' prey 
and can be seen with the 

foot completely enveloping 
its food. Very common on 

sand and mud bottom, 
intertidally to 1,200'. 

 
Waved Whelk  

This northern whelk's shell 
has a sharp apex with 9-18 
waves on each whorl. Shell 
has 5-8 small but distinct 

spiral chords between each 
shell section. Color chalky 
gray. Size to 2 ½". Found 

subtidally to 600'. 
 

 
Naked Sea Butterfly  

This shell-less spindle shaped 
gastropod is slug-like in its' 

appearance. Outside color is 
pale gray, internal color red. 
You can observe this animal 
flying through the water by 

flapping to arm-like 
appendages near the head 

area. Size 1 ½". Found in both 

coastal and offshore waters 
near the surface. 

 
White Atlantic Cadlina  

This nudibranch (shell-less 
snail), is broadly oval in 

shape. Size 1" in length and 
3/8" wide. Color semi-

transparent to whitish with 
yellow spots. Relatively easy 
specie to identify due to its' 

size and color. Found on 
rocky bottoms. 
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White Dorid 

Nudibranch is broadly oval 
with nearly parallel sides. 

Front and back of animal are 
equally rounded. Surface is 

covered with short, oval 
tubercles that are more 
abundant towards the 

margins. Color cream to 
white. Size, length ½", width 

¼". Found on and under 

rocks. 

 
Rim-Backed Nudibranch 

On each side of the body are 
lateral ridges with projecting 
appendages. The back has 

small and numerous 
appendages with a circle of 

gills in the middle. Color 
body - transparent to 

whitish, tips of appendages - 
yellowish. Size ¾".  

 
Bushy-Backed Nudibranch 

Very common nudibranch; 
large and has a double row 

of branched frilly 
appendages along the back. 

Body color grayish white 
with blotches of brown, 

yellow, or rust - sometimes 
pure white. Size to 2". 

Frequents places where 
there are hydroids or fine 

algae. 

 
Red-Gilled Nudibranch 

This species has many gills 
with cores of various shades 

of red or brown. Each gill 
branch is tipped with opaque 

white or ring. Body color 
opaque white, translucent, or 

yellowish-white. Size to 1 
3/16". Found on seaweeds, 
rocks and around hydroids, 
from low tide line to deeper 

waters. 

 
Northern Horse Mussel 

A robust, large mussel 
typically found in deeper 

waters by divers. Color bluish 
black, with a white or chalky 
area near the beaks. Size 6". 

Found subtidally to 240'. 

 
Deep Sea Scallop 

Relatively flat and minimally 
convex as compared to the 
Bay Scallop. The shell has 

fine, raised, thread-like ridges 
that give the shell a 

sandpaper feel. Color creamy 
gray to pinkish purple with 

lighter rays. Size to 8". Found 
subtidally to 600'. 

 

 
Long-Finned Squid 

The mantle of this squid is circular and tapers to a point at 
the posterior. The fins are long, at least ½ the length of the 

mantle. The head has large eyes which are covered by 
transparent skin. 4 pairs of arms ½ the length of the mantle. 

Color is changeable - white or mottled with brown or purple. 
Found at all depths subtidally to 600'. 
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Finger Sponge 

Short stalk with flat to 
rounded finger-shaped 

branches. Light brown, gray-
brown, or purple in color. 
Found attached to rock 

habitat from low tide line to 
400'. Grows to 18" high. 

 
Crumb of Bread Sponge 

Encrusting sponge found on 
rock, pilings, etc. Colors vary 
from brown, orange, yellow 
and green. Occurs in many 
shapes, but normally has 
cone-shaped bulges. Can 

grow to several feet in 
diameter. Can be difficult to 
identify. Intertidal to 200'. 

 
Red Beard Sponge 

Short branching sponge with 
flattened branches. Differs 

from Finger Sponge in color - 
orange to red. Found on 

rock, pilings and other solid 
substrate. Grows up to 8" 

high. Subtidal depths. 

 
Common Palmate Sponge 
Sponge with more flattened 

than rounded branches. 
Holes (oscula) in sponge are 
very obvious - more so than 
any other branching sponge 
in the region. Grows to 12" 

high. Color yellow, brown to 
orange. Found sub-tidally. 
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Stalked Tunicate 

Easy to identify, as this 
animal always lives on the 
end of a stalk attached to 

solid substrate. Color; pink to 
orange and white surfaces. 

Size; colonies to 8". Found in 
shallow water areas where 

there is a tidal current. 

 
Sea Vase 

This pretty tunicate has 5-7 
muscle bands that are visible 
through its' transparent test. 

It has 2 siphons. 8 lobed 
siphon (upper). Color of 

body, transparent, or whitish; 
rims of siphons - yellow. Size; 

height, 6", width, 1". Found 
on rocks, pilings and other 
solid surfaces in shallow 

water. 

 
Sea Peach  

The Sea Peach is a large, 
barrel-shaped tunicate of 

which both siphons have 4 
lobes. Color, orange and 
reddish yellow. Easy to 

identify in the field. Size; 
height 5", width; 3". Found 
on rocks pilings and other 

hard substrate from low tide 
line to 600'. 

 
Golden Star Tunicate 

Another introduced tunicate 
to our waters, probably 

brought over in the bilge of 
ships. This is an encrusting 
colonial tunicate and the 

most common in New 
England. Has loose rolls and 
lobes of various thickness. 
The zooids are outlined in 

yellow or white giving a star 
appearance. Color is variable 
- black, brown, purple, olive 

and yellow. Size of each 
"Star" section, 1/16", Colonies 

can grow up to 4" in size. 

 
Red Sheath Tunicate 
Red Sheath Tunicate is 

arranged in loose circles, 
rows, or dense clusters; 

bright orange or reddish or 
dull purple in color. 

Introduced from the Pacific. 
Overgrows other organisms. 

Size up to 5" across. 

 
Club Tunicate, (white 
blob) & Red Sheath 

Tunicates 
Invasive. Originally from Asia 

and is thought to have 
arrived here on the hull of 

ships. Very warty, elongate 
and club-like in shape. Found 
in quiet waters on rocks and 

pilings, subtidally to 80'. 
Ascidiella aspersa Tunicate is 
grayish to whitish with pink 

tinges. Introduced from 
Europe, the surface is rigid, 

gritty, elongated and 
attaches on the side. Size to 

2". 
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Red Terebellid Worm 

The head of this sedentary 
work has many tentacles that 

extend in many directions. 
The body tapers toward the 
rear and has 25 segments. It 
lacks gills and eyes. Color of 
tentacles - red, body - red 

becoming yellowish toward 
the posterior. Size: length, 2 

¾", width, ¼". Found in sand 

or mud, under rocks and in 
eel grass, up to 55'. 

 
 

Clam Worm 
This worm is best known as bait for saltwater fishing in the 
Northeast. Head region is thicker than the body. Head has 
obvious set of pinchers. Color, inridescent green, brown, or 
blue. Size 6-8" long and ½" in diameter. Found in sand, mud, 

or peat bottoms in protected bays and brackish estuaries 
from the high-tide line to 600'. 

 
Diplosoma Tunicate 

Smooth, thin encrusting 
colony with grayish tinge. 

Often with small white spots - 
can resemble lace work 

growing on algae. Size up to 
8". Attached to docks, 

protected areas, overgrows 
other organisms; hard 

subtidal surfaces. 

 
"Mystery" colonial 

Tunicate, Didemnum sp. 
Cream to white in color. 

Gritty. Large colonies with 
hanging lobes. Colonies up to 
12-18". Attached hanging into 
water; docks and protected 

areas; subtidal. 

 
Red Alga  

This red algae can grow four 
to five feet tall. It has been 

introduced from Japan to the 
North Atlantic (mainly Rhode 

Island) and England. It can 
block sunlight to other 

organisms and reproduces 
fairly easily. 
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Black Sea Bass 

White margins on the top and 
bottom of the tail fin 

 
Striped Bass 

Full body and long horizontal 
black lines 

 
Redfish sp.  

Reddish color 

 

 
Golden Tilefish  

Wreckfish 
aka Sea Bass, Stone Bass 

 
Northern Searobin 

Lack feather-like ventral fins, 
huge pectoral fins, ocellated 

spot on first dorsal. 
 

 
Shorthorn Sculpin 

Short spines on gill cover, eyes 
closer to the front of the head 

over mouth. 

 
 Longhorn Sculpin 

Mouth further in front, long 
spine straight back on gill 

cover. 

  
Grubby Sculpin 
Broad dark saddle below the first 
dorsal fin and two smaller dark 
saddles below the second dorsal 
fin, short spines on head and 
cheeks. 
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Rock Gunnel 

Black spots at regular 
intervals along dorsal 

 
 Atlantic Wolffish 
Robust bodies, large heads, and 
canine teeth, black vertical bars 

along body. 

 
Ocean Pout 

Large head, large, underslung 
mouth, no distinct caudal fin, 
dorsal starts behind head, but 

before base of pectoral. 

 

 
Northern Sand Lance 

Thin, elongated, silver, buries 
in the sand, large schools, 

forked tail 

 

 
American Eel  

Pointed head, protruding lower 
jaw, olive brown above and 

yellowish to white underside. 
*Photo from official blog of the 
Canadian Wildlife Federation 

 
Snake Blenny  

Tail is rounded at the end, 
dorsal has brownish, diagonal 

bars. 
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Cusk 

Short barbell under chin, wide 
mouth, continuous dorsal, 

short ventral fins, dorsal and 
anal fins have black stripe 

edged in white. 
 
 

 
Atlantic Cod 

Blunt snout, single chin barbell, 
protruding upper jaw, small 

light brown spots on back, close 
to bottom. 

 
Pollock 

Lateral line straight, body is 
not as tapered, lacking brown 
spots, lower jaw protruding, 

free swimming. 

 
Red Hake 

2 dorsals, streamer on first 
dorsal fin, large scales, deep 

water. 

 
Spotted Hake  

No prolonged dorsal ray, black 
blotch with white border on 

dorsal. white spots along lateral 
line. 

 
Four-beard Rockling 

First dorsal fin has single ray, 
short ventral fins, four 

barbells on head. 
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Winter Flounder 

Right-eyed, very robust small, 
rounded puckering lips 

directly in front of eyes, strait 
lateral line. 

 

 
Windowpane Flounder 

Left-eyed flounder, strongly 
arched lateral line, first rays in 
dorsal appear 'frilly'. Very thin 

and transparent as a 
windowpane. 

 
Four Spot Flounder  

Left-eyed flounder, four 
distinct black spots 

surrounded by pinkish circle 

 

Witch Flounder 
Right eyed, very small mouth, 

strait lateral line. 

 

 
Summer Flounder  

Left-eyed flounder, large 
mouth, dorsal and anal fins 
symmetrical and separated 

considerably from the anal fin. 

 
Yellowtail Flounder  

Right-eyed flounder, small 
mouth, very arched lateral 

line. 

 
American Plaice 

Very large mouth reaching 
below the rear edge of the 

eye, lateral line slightly rising 
over pectoral fin. 
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Northern Pipefish 

Straight body and the 
presence of a caudal fin. 
Found in eelgrass and 
seaweeds in bays and 

estuaries. 

 
Goosefish 

Unusually large head and 
mouth, large pectoral fins, 

feathery projections around 
mouth. 

 
  Lumpfish 

Stout, bulbous shaped, 
humped with a ridge of lumps 

along its back. 

 
Atlantic Spiny Lumpsucker 

Numerous lumps covering 
body. 

 
Oyster Toadfish  

Large head, barbells pale bars 
on tail and pectoral fins. 

 

 

 
Northern Puffer 

Small, olive colored, many tiny 
black spots. 

 

 
Ocean Sunfish 

Very large, on surface, no 
discernable tail. 
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Atlantic Herring 

Thinner body, lacking side 
spots 

 

 
River Herring sp. 

Smaller herring, usually with 
dark shoulder spot. 

 
American Shad 

Largest herring, large dark 
spot behind the gill cover, 
several (3-5) dark spots on 

body. 

 
Scup 

Caudal and anal fins are dusky 
colored and flecked with blue, 

rounded shape. 

 
Rainbow Smelt 

Iridescent coloration, larger eye 
and mouth, small adipose fin. 

 
Atlantic Silversides 

Distinct silvery stripe, smaller 
eye and mouth, pelvic fin 
closer to front of body. 

 
Bluefish 

Full-bodied, fast swimming, 
greenish blue above, silvery 

below, sleek body, forked tail. 

 
Butterfish 

Symmetrically shaped, heavy, 
rounded snout, big eyes, single 

dorsal and anal 
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Tautog 

Blunt face, brown and black 
blotches on grayish side, one 

continuous dorsal. 

 
Cunner 

Smaller, often with black 
vertical markings 

 

 
Atlantic Spiny Dogfish 
Small, slender, gray to 

brown, white dots along 
lateral line. 

 
Blue Shark  

Bluish coloration, spines in 
front of first and second 

dorsal fins 

 
Thorny Skate 

Numerous thorns to end of tail. 

 
Winter Skate 

Rounded snout, grow larger 
sometimes 1-4 ocellated 
spots on back, Skate sp. 

 
Little Skate 

Less rounded snout, smaller, 
Skate sp. 

 
Greenland Shark 

 
Catshark 

 
Basking Shark 

 


